
Librarian Reads
If We Were Dogs by Sophie Blackall

Biscuit Goes to School
by Alyssa Satin Capucilli

Kindergarten Gets Ready by Naomi Danis

Dogs by Emily Gravett

Where’s Spot by Eric Hill

Rosie Goes to Preschool by Karen Katz

Kindergarten Hat by Janet Lawler

The Pigeon Has to Go to School!
by Mo Willems

Rhyme Time

If I Were a Puppy

After my bath, I try, try, try,
To wipe myself till I’m dry, dry, dry.

(rub arms to “dry off”)

Just think how much less time I’d take,
If I were a puppy and could shake,

shake, shake!
(shake whole body like a dog drying off)

WRITE

SING

TALK

READ

PLAY

Celebrate the Dog Days of Summer with a dog story! Check out the list above for
picture books, or find a book about therapy dogs or pets in the nonfiction 600s.

Dried beans or corn make for fun sensory play! Scoop, pour, or dig in with your
hands. Try counting beans or using them to spell out your child’s name.

How many songs about dogs can you name? From “How Much is that Doggy in
the Window” to “Who Let the Dogs Out,” you’re sure to find a tune that gets
everyone’s tails wagging.

Heading to preschool or kindergarten? Talk through your child’s new routines and
try a few practice runs-- especially for mornings!

Ask your child what kind of dog (or other pet) they’d like to be, then play doggies!
Will you be a big dog, or a little dog? Fetch sticks, or prefer naps?

Create a culture of reading at home and get your child
ready to read by building the 5 Practices of Early
Literacy into your daily routines. It’s easy and fun!

Ready to Read

August 2026 Newsletter
Dear Parents and Caregivers,

1,000 Books Before Kindergarten is Chelsea District’s Library’s easy way
to engage in early literacy at home! Reading aloud to your baby or young
child is the best way to build foundational skills for lifelong reading and
learning. Earn prizes and free books just by reading together with your
child! Check out this month’s book list and literacy tips to get started.

Chelsea District Library | chelseadistrictlibrary.org/1000books | (734) 475-8732, ext. 209

https://www.chelseadistrictlibrary.org/1000-books/
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